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move	to	New	York.	As	Emerson	mentioned	later	in	his	letter	to	his	brother,	Thoreau	still	wanted	to	make	writing	a	profession	(p.	146).		 Thoreau	returned	to	his	family	from	New	York	at	the	tail	end	of	1843	with	his	tail	between	his	legs	(p.	157).	He	failed	to	do	anything	in	New	York	but	network	with	publishers	and	get	further	into	debt	(p.	157;	Fink,	1992).	He	put	the	experience	out	of	his	mind,	and	immediately	went	to	work	in	his	father’s	pencil	factory	(Harding,	1982,	p.	157).	He	made	a	number	of	breakthroughs	in	the	pencil	manufacturing	process,	and	developed	a	method	of	adjusting	the	hardness	and	brittleness	of	the	pencil	graphite	(p.	157).	He	worked	in	the	factory	so	much	that	he	began	to	dream	about	it	(p.	157).		 At	this	point,	Thoreau’s	relationship	with	Emerson	was	deteriorating	(Sattelmeyer,	1989,	pp.	192-193	as	cited	by	Rossi,	2010).	“It	is	clear	that	Emerson’s	enthusiasm	for	his	younger	friend	had	been	steadily	moderating	for	several	years,	beginning	as	early	as	1842	and	1843”	(Sattelmeyer,	1989,	p.	192).	As	Roach	(1996)	has	observed,	“surrogation	rarely	if	ever	succeeds”	(p.	2).	Up	until	this	point,	Emerson	had	been	a	boon	to	Thoreau	is	several	ways,	including	being	an	editorial	advocate,	moneylender,	employer,	and	job	finder	(Fink,	1992).	Soon	he	would	also	be	allowing	his	friend	to	stay	on	a	newly	purchased	plot	of	wilderness	land	(Harding,	1982).	However,	in	Emerson’s	judgment,	Thoreau	was	squandering	his	blessings	(Fink,	1992).	He	complained	in	writing	about	the	“phlegmatic”	“Natural	History	of	Massachusetts”	and	how	“nervous	&	wretched”	he	felt	to	read	“A	Winter	Walk”	(Sattelmeyer,	1989,	p.	193).	Sattelmeyer	also	pointed	out	that	while	Emerson	was	complaining	privately	about	Thoreau’s	prolixity,	he	was	publishing	fawning	praise	about	Ellery	Channing’s	poems	(Emerson,	1843	as	cited	by	Sattelmeyer,	1989).	It	is	not	surprising	that	at	this	time,	Emerson	wrote	in	the	privacy	of	his	journal,	“H[enry]	will	never	be	a	writer[;]	he	is	active	as	a	shoemaker”	(quoted	by	Sattelmeyer,	1989,	p.	193).		 At	the	end	of	April	1844,	Thoreau	took	a	break	from	pencil	making	and	went	on	an	even	more	disastrous	trip	than	his	stay	in	New	York	(Harding,	1982,	pp.	159-161).	This	time,	it	was	a	vacation	with	his	friend	Edward	Sherman	Hoar	to	boat	on	the	Sudbury	River	(p.	159).	The	river	trip	never	materialized	(p.	160).	Their	mistake	occurred	when	they	stopped	to	cook	a	mess	of	fish	they	caught	before	they	had	rowed	a	mile	up	the	river	(p.	160).	Their	fire	produced	sparks	that	lit	the	dry	grass,	and	soon	their	cooking	fire	was	a	blaze	that	they	could	no	longer	control	(p.	160).	Desperate,	the	two	men	raced	in	separate	directions	for	help	(p.	160).	Edward	took	the	boat	down	the	river;	Thoreau	ran	on	foot	through	the	woods	towards	town	(p.	160).	Thoreau	relayed	the	news	to	the	owner	of	the	woods,	and	they	returned	to	the	scene	(p.	160).	By	this	time	the	fire	was	half	a	mile	wide,	and	they	realized	that	they	needed	more	help	(p.	160).	The	owner	of	the	woods	ran	to	town	(p.	160).	However,	Thoreau	had	run	two	miles,	and	his	weak	lungs	were	spent	(p.	160).	Instead	of	walking	to	town	or	waiting	for	assistance,	he	shamefully	sneaked	off	to	the	cliffs	of	Fair	Haven,	and	watched	as	the	town	citizens	responded	(p.	160).	On	May	3,	the	
Concord	Freeman	reported	that	the	fire	had	burned	300	acres	and	caused	two	thousand	dollars	of	damage	(p.	161).	If	it	were	not	for	the	fact	that	Edward	Hoar’s	father	was	the	leading	citizen	of	the	town,	the	two	might	have	been	prosecuted	in	
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court	(p.	161).	For	the	rest	of	his	life,	Thoreau	was	infamous	among	the	residents	of	Concord	for	causing	what	James	Kendall	Hosmer	called	“the	forest	fire”	(Lebeaux,	1984,	p.	118).		 The	fire	fiasco	weighed	on	Thoreau,	but	even	in	his	journal	he	gave	no	indication	of	having	a	guilty	conscience.	He	wrote	nothing	of	it	for	six	years.	Then,	in	his	journal,	he	wrote	an	account	of	what	had	occurred.	What	is	particularly	telling	about	Thoreau’s	version	is	how	little	responsibility	and	blame	he	seems	to	have	accepted.	He	excused	himself,	on	account	of	some	convenient	facts,	such	as	the	matter	of	the	forest	not	really	belonging	to	anyone,	and	that	he	interpreted	everyone’s	excitement	as	merely	an	opportunity	to	throw	water	on	some	flames.	It	seems	more	likely	that	Thoreau	was	in	denial,	that	he	was	actually	ashamed	of	the	episode,	and	that	he	could	not	bring	himself	to	be	accountable	for	what	had	occurred.	Whatever	his	personal	feelings	about	the	fire,	Thoreau	continued	to	focus	on	his	writing	and	worked	with	his	father	making	pencils	(Harding,	1982).		 Historians	do	not	have	to	speculate	how	Thoreau’s	behavior	affected	his	relationship	with	Emerson.	In	1844,	Emerson	published	his	second	series	of	essays,	which	included	“Experience.”	In	that	essay,	Emerson	complained:	“We	see	young	men	who	owe	us	a	new	world,	so	readily	and	lavishly	they	promise,	but	they	never	acquit	the	debt;	they	die	young	and	dodge	the	account:	or	if	they	live,	they	lose	themselves	in	the	crowd”	(1983,	p.	474	as	quoted	by	Sattelmeyer,	1989,	p.	194).	In	the	privacy	of	his	journal,	Emerson	recorded	these	words	with	explicit	reference	to	Thoreau	(Sattelmeyer,	1989,	p.	194).		 In	the	summer	of	that	year,	the	Thoreau	pencil	business	was	doing	well	enough	that	Mrs.	Thoreau	had	decided	that	they	should	own	a	house	(Harding,	1982,	pp.	177-178).	On	September	10,	1844,	Mr.	Thoreau	made	a	down	deposit	of	25	dollars	for	a	three-quarters-acre	lot	(p.	177).	Two	days	later,	he	was	approved	for	a	$500	mortgage	(p.	177).	Henry’s	assistance	was	integral.	He	dug	and	stoned	in	a	cellar,	and	then	helped	his	father	build	the	house	(pp.	177-178).	They	bought	two	vacant	Irish	shanties,	and	used	the	lumber	to	add	a	lean-to	shed	to	house	the	pencil	business	(p.	178).	The	town	assessors	valued	the	two-story	complex	at	$1100	(p.	178).	Thoreau	not	only	had	learned	how	to	build	a	house,	but	he	also	learned	how	to	do	it	on	a	shoestring	budget.		 At	this	time,	Thoreau	had	been	dreaming	for	a	long	time	of	living	by	himself	in	a	house	built	by	himself,	and	now	it	seemed	that	he	could	make	his	dreams	a	reality	(p.	181).	All	he	needed	was	a	place	upon	which	to	build.	He	had	tried	to	squat	at	Flint	Pond	after	he	graduated	from	college,	but	the	plan	did	not	work	out	with	Mr.	Flint	(Eidson,	1951	as	cited	by	Thoreau,	1995).	Fortunately,	Emerson	had	just	recently	bought	the	area	surrounding	Walden	Pond	for	300	dollars,	and	he	reluctantly	agreed	to	let	Thoreau	build	a	cabin	at	the	pond	(Sattelmeyer,	1989,	pp.	195-196).	As	soon	as	the	1844-45	winter	broke,	he	dug	another	cellar	a	few	hundred	feet	from	the	shores	of	Walden	Pond	(p.	181).	Then,	he	bought	a	local	shack,	dismantled	it,	and	moved	the	lumber	to	the	construction	site	(pp.	180-181).	He	also	borrowed	an	axe,	and	proceeded	to	chop	down	pine	trees	for	studs	(p.	179).	He	bought	some	nails,	and	went	to	work	framing	his	cabin	(p.	182).	He	must	have	been	terrible	with	a	hammer,	as	excavators	later	found	an	unusual	number	of	bent	
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nails	buried	at	the	construction	site	(p.	182).	Furthermore,	Thoreau	had	detailed	his	costs	for	construction	supplies,	and	his	nails	entry	was	unusually	expensive	(p.	182).	He	then	asked	his	friends	to	help	him	raise	the	frame.9	He	sheathed	his	hut	with	used	and	sundried	boards	from	Collins’	shanty,	and	began	to	occupy	it	on	Independence	Day,	1845	(pp.	180-181).		 Thoreau	knew	that	if	he	wanted	to	become	a	successful	writer,	he	had	to	“get	away	from	it	all”	(Harding,	1982,	p.	179)	and	away	from	the	heteronomy	of	his	mentor	and	his	family.	His	cabin	was	his	answer.	Thoreau	spent	two	years,	two	months,	and	two	days	at	the	cabin.	He	left	his	cabin	for	two	trips:	the	first	time	was	during	his	night	in	jail,	and	the	second	time	was	his	trip	to	Mount	Katahdin	(Lebeaux,	1984,	p.	47).	He	returned	to	civilized	life	again	after	he	had	completed	first	drafts	of	the	only	books	he	would	publish	in	his	lifetime:	A	Week,	and	Walden	(Harding,	1982).		 Thoreau’s	purpose	of	going	to	Walden	Pond	is	a	riddle,	and	the	difficulty	of	the	riddle	has	to	do	with	the	fact	that	his	purposes	for	moving	to	Walden	Pond	changed	dramatically	after	he	moved	in.	In	terms	of	economics,	it	was	a	necessary	move	if	he	wanted	to	get	any	work	done	as	a	writer.	Henry	was	living	in	the	attic	of	the	new	Thoreau	home	(Harding,	1982),	and	the	increased	number	of	renters	there	must	have	been	a	distraction.	As	Thoreau	claimed	in	Walden,	his	purpose	for	living	in	the	woods	was	“to	live	deliberately”	(1985,	p.	394),	which	has	been	interpreted	in	a	number	of	ways.	To	some	it	means	that	he	lived	simply,	attempting	to	reduce	his	cost	of	living.	To	others	it	means	that	he	wished	to	interrogate	the	essence	of	living,	in	the	spirit	of	“A	Winter	Walk,”	(1843b)	by	experimenting	with	asceticism.	My	interpretation	of	the	situation	is	that	he	had	two	objectives	in	mind	when	he	went	there:	to	create	a	place	to	work	that	would	suit	his	needs	for	solitude	when	it	was	necessary;	to	find	a	place	to	live	that	pleased	him.	These	two	purposes	are	interrelated.	Furthermore,	Thoreau	found	additional	advantages	that	gave	him	still	another	reason	why	such	sojourns	are	worth	undertaking.	He	was	reacquainting	himself	with	nature,	and	slowly	opening	himself	to	the	relationship.	However,	during	Thoreau’s	famous	stay	at	the	pond,	his	understanding	of	friendship	was	not	fully	developed.	He	was	still	limiting	his	friendships	to	animate	relationships,	despite	his	claims	to	the	contrary	in	Walden.		 Although	Thoreau’s	residence	at	Walden	Pond	was	a	time	of	work	and	solitude,	there	was	plenty	of	time	to	be	social	and	have	friends	(Abelove,	2003).	As	Thoreau	indicated	in	Walden,	he	made	frequent	walks	to	town.	He	also	boasted	that	his	friends	found	his	Spartan	dwelling	to	be	more	than	sufficient	for	having	a	good	time.	Ellery	Channing	bunked	with	Thoreau	at	the	cabin	for	two	weeks	(Harding,	1982).	The	anonymous	woodchopper	described	in	Walden	was	a	real	person,	Alek	Therien,	and	the	man	was	quite	fond	of	Thoreau	(Bradford,	1963).	It	is	clear	from																																																									9	His	assistants,	not	named	in	Walden,	included	the	following:	“Emerson,	Bronson	Alcott,	Ellery	Channing,	George	William	Curtis	and	his	brother	Burrill,	and	Thoreau’s	favorite	Concord	farmer,	Edmund	Hosmer,	and	his	sons	John,	Edmund,	and	Andrew”	(Harding,	1982,	p.	181).		
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Week’s	“Wednesday”	chapter,	sings	this	belief:		 No	warder	at	the	gate		 Can	let	the	friendly	in,		 But,	like	the	sun,	o’er	all		 	
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According	to	Golemba,	Thoreau	interrupts	his	primary	voice	several	times	in	the	opening	paragraphs	of	“Where	I	Lived,	and	What	I	Lived	For.”	It	is	perhaps	important	to	clarify	that	Golemba	did	not	define	this	pattern	in	terms	of	Burkean	form.	For	Golemba,	the	first	pattern	that	he	noticed	there	was	a	“three-part	structural	pattern—Play,	then	Sentence,	followed	by	Parodic	Release”	(p.	214).	These	elements	are	often	sparsely	diffused	in	larger	passages.	Sentence	“echoes	the	primary	voice,”	whereas	Play	and	Parodic	Release	are	incarnations	of	punning	and	exaggeration,	respectively	(p.	214).	While	my	formal	analysis	does	not	fit	Golemba’s	reading,	since	Burkean	form	consists	of	two	parts,	not	three,	Golemba’s	Parodic	Release	can	be	read	as	an	initiation	of	repetitive	Burkean	form.		 The	epigraph	contains	several	instances	of	play;	Golemba	noticed	one	of	them	and	recovered	its	meaning	with	his	desire	to	see	Thoreau	play,	which	makes	for	a	case	study	of	Thoreau’s	language	of	desire.	When	Thoreau	identified	the	etymological	origin	of	house	in	the	word	“seat,”	or	sedes,	he	also	quipped	that	it	would	be	better	if	the	seat	were	a	country	seat.	Golemba	read	it	as	a	playful	pun.	I	did	not	read	the	statement	in	that	way.	Instead,	I	read	it	as	paradox.	In	the	previous	chapter	in	Walden,	“Economy,”	Thoreau	claimed	that	he	intended	to	build	“a	house	which	will	surpass	any	on	the	main	street	in	Concord	in	grandeur	and	luxury,	as	soon	as	it	pleases	me	as	much	and	will	cost	me	no	more	than	my	present	one”	(1985,	p.	361).	If	Thoreau	had	such	an	irritation	with	expensive	houses,	why	would	he	play	on	the	word	“seat”	and	suggest	in	a	later	version	of	the	manuscript	that	it	is	better	if	the	stone	under	him	were	upgraded	to	an	aristocratic	mansion	(see	Schacht,	n.d.)?	Yes,	this	passage	is	a	play	on	words,	but	it	can	also	be	a	paradox,	depending	on	how	it	is	read.	The	playfulness	is	diminished	if	the	paradox	is	made	salient,	and	casting	the	statement	as	play	minimizes	the	seriousness	of	the	paradox.	This	is	to	be	expected	when	it	comes	to	Thoreau’s	language	of	desire,	and	it	is	therefore	against	the	spirit	of	that	language	to	discount	Golemba’s	desire	to	read	it	his	way.		 The	other	example	that	I	want	to	discuss	is	located	in	“Higher	Laws”	and	develops	an	instance	of	the	Clarity-Mystery	Symbol	through	Thoreau’s	careful	and	paradoxical	use	of	‘respect.’	There,	the	term	‘respect’	is	used	several	times	as	a	key	to	Thoreau’s	philosophy.	At	the	end	of	the	chapter,	however,	the	final	word	is	‘respect,’	and	it	is	used	in	a	way	that	clashes	with	the	entire	chapter	like	a	braying	donkey.	In	fact,	that	alarm	is	so	striking	that	it	opens	a	network	of	holes	in	the	text	for	a	new	nonlinear	itinerary	of	friendship	to	be	explored.		 For	most	of	“Higher	Laws,”	Thoreau’s	philosophy	of	‘respect’	is	focused	on	the	context	of	his	vegetarian	diet.	In	a	striking	change	from	the	younger	Thoreau	who	went	fishing	with	Edward	Sherman	Hoar,	Thoreau	confessed	(in	Version	A,	Schacht,	n.d.),	“I	have	found	repeatedly,	of	late	years,	that	I	cannot	fish	without	falling	a	little	in	self-respect”	(1985,	p.	493).	He	went	on	to	explain	that	he	used	to	be	a	fisher,	and	that	he	still	feels	the	urge	to	eat	meat.	Nevertheless,	his	urges	were	gradually	lessening,	and	his	access	to	a	variety	of	grains	and	vegetables	allowed	him	to	lessen	the	temptation.	His	primary	reasons	for	leaving	fishing	behind	were	that	it	produced	“trouble	and	filth”	(p.	493).	The	trouble	for	Thoreau	was	his	sense	of	disappointment	that	the	catching,	fileting,	and	cooking	produces	such	little	edible	fish.	The	filth	for	Thoreau	was	his	awareness	that	an	omnivore’s	kitchen	requires	far	
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maintain	a	space	for	discussion	about	the	topics	of	Thoreau’s	melancholia,	Walden’s	friendship,	and	queer	agency	is	through	a	return	to	the	situation	that	started	this	discussion.	Mark	Jiminez	and	Beau	Chandler’s	sit-in	at	the	Dallas	county	clerk’s	office	in	2012	contains	the	necessary	ingredients	that	validate	the	arguments	that	have	been	made	in	this	dissertation,	but	it	does	so	in	a	way	that	also	raises	another	question	that	must	be	answered	by	the	reader.	How	does	one	decide	which	desires	to	exercise?	In	other	words,	since	Jiminez	and	Chandler’s	desires	involved	changes	in	priority	caused	by	events	in	the	real	world,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	Thoreau’s	compassion	for	the	natural	environment	is	an	important	lesson	that	must	be	appreciated	whenever	the	legitimacy	of	desire	is	made	salient	and	questioned.	Escaping	from	the	matrix	of	opposition	is	difficult	because	it	then	turns	the	search	for	the	limits	of	one’s	knowledge	into	a	critique	of	oneself	rather	than	a	critique	of	others.	This	can	be	a	difficult	task	for	people	who	are	in	relatively	comfortable	circumstances.	However,	Thoreau	promised	an	unexpected	degree	of	satisfaction	of	a	life	taken	to	its	limits,	and	all	it	requires	is	the	constant	fronting	of	oneself.			 A	coda	brings	closure	via	additional	structure	(coda,	n.d.),	and	the	expectation	of	closure	at	this	juncture	created	by	the	codas	in	each	of	the	preceding	chapters	must	be	acknowledged	and	allowed	to	fail.	It	is	my	hope	that	this	project	is	able	to	sustain	discussion	about	melancholia	and	desire	in	ways	that	are	serendipitous	and	not	merely	representative	of	my	arguments.	So,	if	responses	to	this	project	reveal	failures,	and	if	the	corrections	bring	improvement,	then	my	argument	will	have	been	a	success.		 Jiminez	and	Chandler’s	sit-in	is	more	relevant	to	my	project	than	a	simple	effort	to	contrast	Walden	and	“Resistance	to	Civil	Government.”	In	my	opening	chapter,	I	used	Jiminez	and	Chandler’s	encounter	with	Texas	law	to	show	an	expression	of	desire,	even	though	the	motivations	for	that	clash	that	emerged	must	be	placed	within	the	context	of	LGBTQ	activism.	The	impression	that	I	created	in	my	presentation	suggested	that	the	only	inherent	bar	to	their	quest	to	get	marriage	recognition	was	the	law.	One	would	think	that	as	soon	as	the	Obergefell	v.	Hodges	decision	in	2015	vacated	the	Texas	ban	on	gay	marriage,	the	two	men	would	be	expeditiously	on	their	way	to	a	traditional	marriage	ceremony.	That	was	not	the	case.	In	reality,	Jiminez	and	Chandler	chose	to	postpone	their	ceremony	due	to	the	illness	and	death	of	Chandler’s	mother	(Taffet,	2017).	David	Taffet	reported,	“As	they	worked	their	way	through	the	grieving	process,	they	decided	to	set	a	new	date	and	picked	April	20,	2017,	their	five-year	anniversary.	Then	the	November	election	happened	and	they	decided	to	push	the	date	up”	due	to	fears	that	new	judges	and	laws	would	interfere	with	their	plans	(para.	13).	We	all	know	how	common	situational	exigencies	can	be	and	how	deftly	they	can	interfere	with	our	desires;	Jiminez	and	Chandler’s	situation,	which	led	from	a	choice	to	delay	and	mourn	to	a	choice	to	sacrifice	an	anniversary	wedding,	was	no	different.	Our	lives	are	set	with	multiple	desires	and	obstacles,	and	it	is	the	challenge	of	life	to	choose	which	ones	to	prioritize—the	task	of	planning	their	achievement	that	never	ends.		 Walden	is	replete	with	this	complex	network	of	competing	desires.	Set	in	an	environment	that	Thoreau	chose	to	give	the	appearance	of	isolation	and	rugged	individualism	(Golemba,	1990),	it	is	easy	to	fall	into	the	illusion	that	Thoreau	was	a		
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paragon	of	simplicity	and	easy	choices.	That	was	not	the	case.	Thoreau	was	busy	at	Walden	Pond	and	often	made	himself	unavailable	to	visitors.	It	is	thus	understandable	that	he	produced	a	textual	world	in	which	he	was	beset	with	attractive	sources	of	introjection.	He	did	this	in	many	different	and	subtle	ways,	such	as	with	birds	that	approved	of	his	simple	lifestyle,	or	during	his	time	boating	on	the	pond	and	playing	a	game	of	chase	with	a	laughing	loon,	or	his	being	kept	awake	by	moaning	melancholic	owls,	or	his	address	to	a	friend	with	whom	he	enjoyed	his	longest	friendship,	Walden	Pond.	By	describing	each	of	these	encounters	as	occasions	for	identification,	he	was	giving	us	opportunities	to	legitimate	non-human	and	non-organic	subjects	for	the	mutual	appropriation	of	virtue.	These	sources	of	friendship	were	so	abundant	a	mile	from	the	nearest	human	neighbor	that	one	has	to	consider	just	how	much	more	complex	that	network	of	friends	was	when	Thoreau	lived	with	his	family	or	with	the	Emerson	family,	hence	Thoreau’s	advice	to	seek	simplicity.		 This	dissertation	therefore	appears	to	be	creating	a	curious	paradox.	This	paradox	results	from	the	cultivation	of	a	friendship	with	the	reader,	which	is	also	jeopardized.	That	friendship	is	at	risk	because	I	brought	up	the	possibility	that	you	are	responsible	for	sustaining	the	oppositional	logic	of	Hegel.	I	also	agreed	with	Thoreau’s	claim	that	each	person	should	exercise	their	desires,	even	if	that	means	choosing	a	path	that	attacks	a	federal	armory.	This	is	a	reality	for	all	activists	who	desire	to	clash	with	others	and	Right	Great	Wrongs.	If	this	kind	of	person	experiences	gratification	from	the	agon,	then	it	is	a	curious	admonishment	to	Thoreau’s	logic	to	graduate	beyond	complaint.	Does	this	person	have	less	love	as	a	result?	An	answer	to	this	paradox	has	been	a	guide	to	my	writing	of	this	dissertation,	which	has	had	to	front	other	sources	with	which	I	disagree.	Certainly	there	are	sources	cited	in	this	dissertation	that	contain	arguments	about	Thoreau,	melancholia,	and	gender	that	I	would	consider	to	be	incorrect,	and	I	have	been	tempted	to	hold	these	sources	accountable	for	their	wrong	conclusions.	In	nearly	all	of	these	situations,	I	found	that	the	result	is	a	distraction,	and	when	I	amended	my	manuscript	to	set	those	corrections	aside,	I	found	satisfaction	in	the	enhanced	directness	of	my	desire	to	articulate	the	mythic	quest	for	the	restoration	of	desire.	Nevertheless,	there	have	been	a	number	of	occasions	where	correction	was	unavoidable.	In	those	situations	where	I	felt	forced	to	write	a	rebuke,	I	found	myself	realizing	that	my	correction	did	not	involve	a	truth	that	“turns	to	rebuke	falsehood,”	since	the	correction	did	not	involve	a	turn	(Thoreau,	1840,	p.	118).	There	is	a	kind	of	confrontation	that	never	requires	an	assessment	of	whether	the	rebuke	requires	a	turn,	and	Thoreau’s	friendship	provided	him	with	a	way.	In	the	first	version	of	Walden,	Thoreau	argued,		If	you	stand	right	fronting	and	face	to	face	to	a	fact,	you	will	see	the	sun	glimmer	on	both	its	surfaces,	as	if	it	were	a	cimeter,	and	feel	its	sweet	edge	dividing	you	through	the	heart	and	marrow,	and	so	you	will	happily	conclude	your	mortal	career.	(Schacht,	n.d.,	Ch.	2,	para.	22b)	This	confrontation	with	the	failings	of	one’s	facts	occurs	when	we	“settle	ourselves,	and	work	and	wedge	our	feet	downward	through	the	mud	and	slush	of	.	.	.	that	alluvion	which	covers	the	globe”	(Schacht,	n.d.,	Ch.	2,	para.	22a).	That	alluvion	(the		
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agency	of	creating	river	islands,	see	alluvion,	n.d.)	that	Thoreau	cared	most	to	cleave	was	you,	your	heart	and	marrow.	However,	this	confrontation	was	sedentary,	and	required	a	wedging	downward	that	was	still	ignorant	of	how	the	site	of	that	sweet	edge	can	be	found.	Later,	when	Thoreau	experienced	ego	death	from	ether	and	sauntering,	he	found	that	blade,	which	only	reveals	itself	on	the	occasion	of	that	“grand	surprise	on	a	sudden	revelation	of	the	insufficiency	of	all	that	we	called	Knowledge	before”	(Thoreau,	1862,	p.	671).	This	happy	death	cannot	be	found	with	a	compass	and	it	cannot	be	produced	with	intention.	Rather,	it	must	be	encountered	with	friendship	with	nature,	and	it	must	occur	as	an	effect	of	the	process	of	the	front.	This	is	a	case	in	which	the	complainer	“must	be	both	plaintiff	and	defendant	too”	(Thoreau,	1840,	p.	118).	Our	friendships,	like	Pascal’s	vases,	involve	the	fusion	of	containers,	and	when	a	friendship	exists,	the	need	to	confront	falsity	in	one’s	self	thus	applies	to	friendship	and	brings	us	to	see	both	sides	of	the	cutting	fact.	What	does	that	mean	to	you?	The	queerness	of	polemics	proves	that	the	way	to	these	confrontations	requires	that	the	way	to	it	needs	to	be	challenged.	Thoreau	understood	that	the	rock	foundation	was	a	limit	to	be	requested	from	nature’s	friendship	but	never	to	be	achieved.	When	Thoreau	claimed	that	“man’s	capacities	have	never	been	measured;	nor	are	we	to	judge	of	what	he	can	do	by	any	precedents”	(1985,	p.	330),	he	was	appropriating	Spinoza’s	virtue	(see	Spinoza,	1994,	pp.	155-156	as	discussed	by	May,	2009,	p.	206).	When	he	created	the	Walden	polemic,	he	induced	some	of	his	friends	to	confront	him.	A	polemic	is	the	site	of	that	confrontation	with	falsity,	and	it	is	thus	up	to	the	audience	to	determine	whether	friendship	will	be	retained.	It	is	this	dependency	on	friendship	that	makes	polemics	ethical.	It	is	this	dependency	on	confrontation	that	makes	polemics	pragmatic.	It	is	this	dependency	on	the	audience	that	makes	polemics	rhetorical.					 	
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